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Of Solomon, the son of David, we read that God gave him an 
understanding heart, that his ‘‘wisdom excelled the wisdom of all 
the children of the East country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.”’ 
Solomon also made good use of his wisdom to perform works which 
served to the glory of God and the good of the nation. He was a 
peaceable ruler, built a costly temple, an elegant palace, and erected 
other grand buildings. He took delight in planning parks, in plant- 
ing gardens, in covering the hillsides with vineyards, and in pro- 
moting the welfare of the people. In his long life Solomon was a 
close observer of men and their doings, and when he had grown old 
he wrote a book, which he entitled “The Preacher.’’ This book be- 
gins with the words: ‘‘ Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity 
of vanities; all is vanity.’? Solomon is speaking of earthly and 
visible things, and he says: “All is vanity.”’ 

Solomon does not say: All is valueless. There are many visible 
things which are valuable, and man could not do without them. 
When God beheld what He had made in the six days’ creation, He 
found it ‘‘very good.’’ But all is vanity, because it vanishes away 
and has no permanence. The earth itself is changeable. The rocks 
decay and the very foundations of the mountains are shaken and 
give way. There was once a gardenlike country, where the vapors 
of the Dead Sea now prevent the growth of vegetation. Much rather 
do the works of men vanish away. Where are the works of Solomon? 
Where is his temple, perhaps the costliest building ever erected by 
men? It was razed to the ground by the Chaldeans. That ancient 
glory has all vanished away. 

We mortals are like children who build sandhouses on the 
beach during the ebb, and an hour later the flood comes and not 
a trace of them is left. What are the honors of this world? They 


a SERMON FOR NEW YEAR’S DAY. 


are like unto the shadow of trees toward sunset. The longer it. 
grows the nearer is it to vanishing utterly. Haman rose from honor 
to honor, until he was suddenly raised to the gallows. Men amass 
riches, and what of it? Their riches are like unto a bed of roses 
which bloom surrounded by thorns. The flowers fade, the thorns 
remain. What is pleasure? The joy of the voluptuous is like the 
smoke of incense, sweet for a moment, then gone. Carnal joys 
quickly vanish and leave only heartburning. 

And man himself? He is even more vanishing than his works. 
‘“What,’’ says St. James, ‘what is your life? It is even a vapor 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.’ Man 
is born, grows up, performs more or less works, becomes proud, 
thinks wonder what he is, and then his body becomes food to the 
worms, and his spirit goes— yes, where does it go? To what shall 
we hold in this world of vanities? 

There is One who can lead the soul to everlasting blessedness, 
and only One. It is He who came down from heaven and again went 
up to heaven, the Son of man. To Him we must hold for comfort 
in time, and salvation in eternity. Hence allow me to speak of 


THE COMFORT OF THOSE AT THE CHANGE OF THE YEAR 


WHO CLING TO CHRIST. 
They are 


I. no more under the Law; they are 
II. the children and heirs of God. 


if 


The main object of the Apostle Paul in writing his epistle to 
the Galatians was, to demonstrate to them that a man is not justi- 
fied before God by the deeds of the Law, but alone by the faith of 
Christ, and the text before us has a very direct bearing on this 
general object of the apostle. He says: ‘‘But before faith came, 
we were kept under the Law, shut wp unto the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed.’’ When the apostle says: ‘‘Before faith 
came,’’ he means, before the Gospel came, and by the revealing of 
the faith he means the public preaching of the Gospel. The point 
which Paul makes is this: The Law brings into bondage and sub- 
jects to a taskmaster; the Gospel makes free. In the next verse 
Paul repeats the same and explains it further in this wise: ‘‘ Where- 
fore the Law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might 
be justified by faith.”’ 

Paul compares the Law with a schoolmaster, a most appropriate 
comparison, well adapted to picture, in a very simple manner,’ the 
situation of those who are under the Law. When an uncultured 
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and unlettered boy comes into the school the schoolmaster— speak- 
ing in a general way— must do two things. In the first place, he 
must break in that boy, and must train him to obey the rules of 
the school. He must teach the boy that he is not free to roam over 
the fields and to do as he pleases, but must do the will of the school- 
master, and must live up to the rules which he has laid down for the 
school, and, if necessary, he must make use of the switch to uphold 
his authority and to enforce his rules. He must force the scholar, if 
need be. In the second place, the schoolmaster instructs the boy in 
the rudiments of knowledge, and when he has advanced him so far 
as an elementary school goes, then he dismisses the boy now to go 
out into the world, and leaves him free to choose his own walk in life. 

This is the ordinary run in a school, and all this the Law does 
for man. As the schoolmaster lays down his rules for the scholars 
to be governed by, so the Law marks out a line on which every man 
is to walk, and it says: Thou shalt walk on this line. Thou shalt 
not depart from it, neither to the right hand nor to the left. Ifthou 
walkest on this line thou shalt receive praise. If thou departest 
from it thou shalt be beaten with stripes. 

What is the result of this schoolmastership? Imagine yourself 
in the place of a wayward boy who is being broken in at a school 
with a strict master. Neither the place nor the rules are to his 
liking; he casts a wistful eye through the window, and would much 
rather be free to roam through field and forest and to do as he 
pleased. Yet at the school he gives in, because he must. Out- 
wardly he obeys the rules, but inwardly he hates them, and the 
harder a rule comes down on him, the more does he hate it. 
Secretly he makes a fist at the teacher, and when he gets out on. 
the road and meets an old companion he is apt to rail at rules, 
teachers, school, and every thing, and to declare it was altogether 
too strict there; a boy with self-respect could not stand it. 

Apply it to yourself and the relation of the flesh to the Law, 
and you will be sure to find it a very fitting comparison. By the 
corruption which is born in him the natural man is the inverted 
Law, in all things being inclined to that which is against the Law. 
Born flesh of the flesh he wants no law, no restraint, he wants to be 
free to do as he likes and to live as he lusts. Now comes the Law 
with its commands and threats and exacts obedience, and this makes 
it hateful to the sinner. Hemmed in by the Law the unchaste may 
be obliged to refrain from the act of fornication, but inwardly, in 
his heart, the fire burns the more violently. ‘‘Sin,”’ says St. Paul, 
‘taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew 
me,” Rom. 7, 11. The evil nature of man is like an unruly colt: 
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the sharper the bridle put on him, the more does he chafe under it. 
And this is verily so, as each one can observe in himself, if he will 
but open his eyes to see. 

Therefore Paul, in all his epistles, calls the works by which 
men labor to earn righteousness and favor with God the works of 
the Law. He does not call them the works of the man, but the 
works of the Law. That is a very significant expression. When a 
schoolmaster calls a scholar to his desk and the scholar does not 
come until the teacher forces him, then it is indeed the scholar that 
comes, but the act is rather the teacher’s than his, because he does 
it not of his own choice, but only as forced by the teacher. When 
a lazy scholar learns his lesson because he is made to do it, the 
credit belongs to the teacher rather than to the scholar. Nathan 
the prophet said unto David: ‘‘Thou hast killed Uriah the Hittite 
with the sword of the children of Ammon.’ It was David’s act, 
because he had given command to station Uriah where he was cer- 
tain to be killed. When men do good works because they are driven 
by the threats of punishment, or impelled by the promises of re- 
ward which the Law holds forth, those works are properly called 
the works of the Law, and even then they are not the right kind of 
works according to the Law. When a schoolmaster has compelled 
a scholar to do a certain work he may yet justly upbraid him, be- 
:ause he had to be compelled to do what he ought to have done 
willingly. The Law demands good works, and when they have 
been done the Law, nevertheless, condemns them as proceeding 
either from a servile or a mercenary spirit. It is a hard school- 
master whom no mortal man can fully satisfy. 

By its exactions the Law creates a desire for freedom from it. 
The closer an unwilling boy is kept at his task, the more does he 
wish himself out where he could breathe the air of freedom. When 
a man begins to feel that he is a sinner, condemned by the Law of 
God, then he begins to sigh for help, and this help is found nowhere 
save only in the Gospel, as the text says: ‘‘ The Law was our school- 
master to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith:’’ 
The meaning is not that the Law proclaims Christ or directs to 
Him; the Law says and knows nothing of a helper; but the Law 
convicts the sinner that he is justly under condemnation, and so it 
prepares man to accept the help which the Gospel offers. Men make 
light of the Law to live in sin, and as long as their conscience is not 
awakened to a sense of their guilt they want no help. Moralists set 
to work to keep the Law, and as long as they hope to win righteous- 
ness in the works of the Law they think they need no help. But 
when the threats of the Law begin to loom up before them, then 
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they begin to think, if they could only find some one who would 
help them out in some way. This is the way in which the Law 
brings us to Christ—it shows us our need of a savior and makes us 
ready to accept the help which is offered in Christ, who fulfilled the 
Law in our stead and whose work is imputed to us if we appeal to 
Him as our substitute. 

Let me continue in the same comparison to illustrate this point 
also. Suppose a whole school has broken a rule and has deserved 
severe punishment, but the schoolmaster’s own son walks into the 
schoolroom and says: I will take the punishment which this school 
has deserved on myself, and the schoolmaster agrees to it and lays 
the rod on the back of his son. Thereafter he makes the announce- 
ment: Every scholar in this school who will acknowledge what my 
son has done for him, shall be free from punishment. One boy 
arises and says: Master, I do not want to be favored for the sake of 
another; I want to stand for myself. Then the schoolmaster says : 
If you reject what my son has done for you and want to stand for 
yourself, then come and receive what you deserve. Another boy 
arises and says: Master, I certainly do appreciate what thy son has 
done for me, and because he has shown me this great kindness I 
will in future gladly abide by the rules. That boy is free from 
punishment, and the rules of the school are no more a burden to 
him, because he takes delight in keeping them. ‘‘But after that 
faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.’? When a man 
comes to this faith that is in Jesus Christ he has free salvation, 
then he is no more under the bondage and the coercion of the Law. 

This is the great truth which the apostle here presents to us, _ 
that in Christ there is a refuge for the soul, where it is free from the 
condemnation of the Law. What a dreary, hopeless new year, if 
we were yet under the Law, the old sins of the old year standing 
against us, and in the new year only the prospect of incurring new 
guilt! But in Christ we have a city of freedom, and if we keep our 
souls within its gates we are free from the condemnation of the 
Law. If your heart convicts you that in the past year, too, you have 
often transgressed and come short of the mark set by Moses, take 
your sins and shortcomings all in a bundle and say : 

I lay my sins on Jesus, 
The spotless Lamb of God: 
He bears them all and frees us 
From the accursed load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus, 
To wash my crimson stains 
White in His blood most precious, ß 
Till not a spot remains. 
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Made free from that hard schoolmaster, the Law, we enjoy 
precious liberties and high privileges. ‘‘For ye are all the children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesus.’ Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
and united with Him through faith we are in Him the sons and 
daughters of God. Ye lovers of the Lord Jesus Christ, begin ye 
the year cheerfully. You have a Father in heaven who is a true. 
Father, and who will faithfully deal with you as a father deals with 
his children. Where is a father who does not provide for his chil- 
dren? Let your soul wait for your Father in heaven, and though 
famine should spread over the land, yet you will be constrained to 
say: ‘‘Behold, the eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him, 
upon them that hope in His mercy; to deliver their soul from death, 
and to keep them alive in famine.”’ Where is a father who will not 
stand to protect his children? Let your heärt be ever ready to ap- 
peal to your Father in heaven for protection in danger of body and 
soul, and He will always prove Himself a very present help, and 
will cause you to sing: ‘Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea.’’ Your Father is able to send His angels to en- 
camp round about you, and they are a better protection than a 
bodyguard armed with shield and spear. Where is a father who 
will not so guide and govern his children as is most conducive to 
their true welfare? Your Father in heaven has promised: ‘‘I will 
instruct thee, and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go; I will 
guide thee with mine eye,’’ Ps. 32,8. What troubles and trials are 
in store for me in this coming year I do not know, but I do know, 
because I hold to Jesus Christ and strive to preach Him into the 
hearts of people, therefore Satan will be my enemy, and he will be 
sure to find a stick of wood out of which to whittle a thorn in the 
flesh for me. But let him whittle. My Father will be sure to bring 
good out of it, and will prepare a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies. 

Where is a father who does not provide garments for his chil- 
dren? Your Father in heaven has already provided a garment for 
you in which you can appear in the court of heaven and need not 
be ashamed, because in this dress you are adorned as it is becoming 
the sons and daughters of God. ‘‘For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.” In Baptism, the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, you put on Christ 
and your souls were adorned with all those ornaments which He 
earned by His holy life and His innocent suffering and death. That 
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is a dress with which the most searching and exacting schoolmaster 
can find no fault; for Jesus Christ fulfilled all righteousness, and 
“there is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus,’’ Rom. 8, 1, ‘‘even as David also describeth the blessedness 
of the man unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 
saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered,’’ Rom. 4, 6. 7. 

Of this covenant made in holy Baptism God solemnly declares : 
“The mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but my 
kindness shall not depart from thee, neither shall the covenant of 
my peace be removed, saith the Lord that hath mercy on thee,” 
Is. 54, 10. Was the baptismal covenant broken by you in the by- 
gone year? Did you turn from Christ to walk in the ways of sin? 
O repent and return again to the same covenant in Christ, and you 
will anew find grace and forgiveness with the Father. Are you 
standing in the covenant of Baptism by faith in Jesus Christ? Con- 
tinue in Him, wrapping your soul in His mantle every night and’ 
every morning, and if death should call for you, or the world should 
come to an end in this new beginning year, you are dressed in a 
garb in which you need not fear to appear before the throne of God 
to join the number of those who “‘have washed their robes, and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”’ 

This is the dress which is worn by all God’s saints, as our text 
concludes: ‘‘There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ 
Jesus. And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise.’’ Those in Jesus Christ are all dressed 
alike and all look for the same inheritance. Social distinctions 
belong to this earthly life and do not come into consideration in 
the kingdom of Christ. There is no respect of persons. with God. 
If you are overlooked in the world, if you occupy an humble po- 
sition and find no recognition of men, let it not concern you. God 
sees the violet which grows in the most secluded nook, and He 
cares for it. The very least among those in Jesus Christ is a son 
or daughter of Abraham, as well as Peter and the Virgin Mary. 
Now in the Seed of Abraham, which is Christ, the inheritance is 
obtained, and will the Father in heaven disinherit a child be- 
cause it is poor, weak, and lowly? The prophet boasts of Him: 
“Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy 
in his distress, a refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat,”’ 
Is. 25, 4. 

Let us cheerfully cross the threshold of the new beginning year. 
Empires that were centuries in building may suddenly fall, but no 
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one holding to Jesus Christ shall lose his inheritance; for he that 
is joined to Christ is joint heir with Him, and he has the Lord’s 
promise saying: ‘‘This is the will of Him that sent me, that every 
one which seeth the Son, and believeth on Him, may have everlasting 
life; and I will raise him up at the last day.” Amen. F. K. 


Sermon on Ps. 32, 1—2. 


(FOR COMMUNION SERVICES.) 


In Curist JESUS BELOVED COMMUNICANTS: 


We are gathered here this morning for a most blessed purpose. 
We are here to obtain forgiveness for our sins. And tell me, does 
not every one of us here need this blessing of blessings, the forgive- 
ness of sin? Is not the Word of God right when it declares: ‘There 
‘is not a just man upon earth that doeth good, and sinneth not,” 
Eccl. 7,20? Who among us can truthfully say that he is unpolluted 
by sin? that he has kept the commandments of the just and holy 
God in spirit and letter? that he has sinned neither in thought, nor 
in word, nor in deed? Ah, there is none, none! It we honestly 
examine our hearts and our lives in the mirror of God’s holy Law 
we will see innumerable sins staring at us and condemning us! 
Oh, how much every one of us therefore needs forgiveness of sin! 
For who can describe the misery caused by sin? “Your iniquities,”’ 
says Isaiah (chapter 59, 2), ‘“‘have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not 
hear.’? And John declares: ‘‘He that committeth sin is of the 
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning,’’ 1 John 3,8. And 
Paul: ‘‘The wages of sin is death,’’ Rom. 6,23. What a fearful 
indictment these three passages of Scripture present against the 
sinner! They declare that sin estranges us from God, makes us 
children of the devil, and brings death and damnation upon us. 
How much, therefore, we need forgiveness of sin! Verily, unhappy 
is the man whose sins are unforgiven; but blessed, blessed is the 
man whose transgression is forgiven, for then the barrier between 
him and God is broken down, he is no longer a child of the devil 
but a child of God, and he need no longer fear death and the judg- 
ment to come; for where there is forgiveness of sin, there is also 
life and salvation. 

Now there is no question among Christians concerning God’s 
willingness to forgive sin; but there is a question concerning the 
manner in which God forgives sin and the manner of our obtaining 
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His forgiveness. These questions also concern us who are here to 
have our sins forgiven. Permit me to answer them for you with 
God’s help this morning. Let me address you on: 


THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, 
and show you from our text: 
I. In what manner God forgives sin; 
Il. In what manner we must obtain His forgiveness. 


T; 


There are a great many people who believe that God forgives 
sin by making us good and holy. They hold that God pours His 
own divine righteousness into our hearts, and thereby expels all 
sinfulness from our nature. They say, If a man wants to know 
whether he has forgiveness of sin or not, let him search his heart. 
If he still finds any sinfulness there, then his sins are not yet for- 
given; for, say they, God forgives sin by making us inwardly good 
and holy. 

But, my friends, that is a terrible doctrine and must fill poor, 
troubling sinners with despair. For who— even among the best of 
Christians — can say: ‘‘I have made my heart clean, I am pure 
from my sin,’’ Prov. 20,9? If that doctrine were true, then no 
man, not even the greatest saint, could ever hope to enjoy that 
blessing of blessings, the forgiveness of sins. But what are the 
facts? Though David certainly had forgiveness, as we read here in 
our text (v. 5), still he prays in the 51st Psalm (v. 10): ‘‘Create in 
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.’’ 
John, on account of his fervent love to Christ and his fellow men, 
is truly called the Apostle of Love. Yet this great apostle includes 
his own person in the declaration: ‘‘If we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us,’’? 1 John 1, 8. And 
Paul, who without doubt was a child of God and had forgiveness of 
sins, exclaims: ‘I know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth 
no good thing,’’ Rom. 7, 18. Certainly, these men confess to still 
being sinners although they had found forgiveness for their sins 
and were saved children of God. We therefore learn it from their 
own confession that even after the sinner is forgiven sinfulness still 
remains in his heart, and it therefore follows that those people are 
wrong wha believe that God forgives sin by filling us inwardly with 
holiness and expelling sin from our nature. 

But how does God then forgive sin? Let us look into our text. 
It certainly treats of this most important question. There we read 
v. 1: ‘‘Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven’’— and this 
term, ‘‘forgiven,’? David explains by declaring, ‘“‘Whose sin is 
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covered.’* , God forgives sin, according to our text, by covering 
them over, by hiding them from His own condemning sight. Do 
you ask how God can do that and still remain the just and righteous 
God who cannot break His own divine Law, but must carry out its 
fearful threat: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die’? Why, my 
friends, God has already punished our sins in Christ. God’s own 
dear Son has paid in our stead and for our sakes the penalty pro- 
nounced upon our sin by the Law, and which is death. ‘‘Christ 
Jesus,”’ therefore says the apostle (Rom. 4, 25), ‘“‘was delivered for 
our offenses, and raised again for our justification.”’ This righteous- 
ness which Christ has won for all men by rendering a perfect, full 
obedience to God’s Law and paying for all men’s guilt by His vica- 
rious suffering and death God applies to them that believe in Christ. 
Though sin still remains in the believer, God does not look at it, 
does not punish it as it deserves, but in His loving mercy, for Christ’s 
sake, covers the believer’s sin with Christ’s merit and righteousness. 
God now sees the believer not as he really is in his sins, but as he 
is clad in Christ’s spotless robes of perfect righteousness. Thus, 
without breaking His Law, without injury to His divine justice, 
God can do as David says in the second verse of our text: ‘‘Blessed 
is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity,’ that is, 
God in His mercy, for Christ’s sake, does not charge the believer’s 
sins to the believer’s account, but to Christ’s account, and Christ’s 
all-sufficient, saving merit He charges to the sinner’s account. And 
now strike the balance yourselves! What is left of the sinner’s 
debt when God Himself in His ledger account with the sinner writes 
down to the sinner’s credit Christ’s all-atoning blood and merit? 

That, then, is the way in which God forgives sin, not that He 
purges our natures from sin, but covers our sins, does not charge 
them to our account, but, instead, imputes to us, credits us with, 
Christ’s righteousness. 

O blessed truth! Verily, blessed, happy is the man whose 
transgression is covered! Now no sinner need despair on account 
of his sins! No matter how great or numerous they may be, no 
matter how damning in their guilt, they are covered, 7. e., hidden 
from the sight of God; they are not imputed, but canceled, wiped 
out from God’s judgment book through Christ’s atoning blood and 
merit by God Himself! 

My friends, do we now know, and have we learned it for all 
time to come, how God forgives sin?. Ah, is it not true that so 
many also among us Lutheran Christians, who surely ought to 
know better, yet when our conscience upbraids us on account of 
our sins and we are anxious to know if we really have forgiveness 
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for them, we look into our hearts and want to see how good and holy 
they are? But then we are looking in a wrong direction. Our hearts 
are evil from youth up and will remain so to the hour of death. No, 
forgiveness of sins does not take place in our hearts but in the heart 
of God. There is the place where we must look for it. And it is 
there that we will find it. For our text says that God forgives sin 
by covering it, by not imputing our iniquity to us for Christ’s sake. 

But the question now arises, How, in what manner, must I ob- 
tain this forgiveness and make it my own? 


17; 


As our text clearly tells us the manner in which God forgives 
sin, so it also clearly tells us how we must obtain this forgiveness. 
For in the following verses David describes to us the man who is 
blessed because of his having obtained forgiveness for his sins. 
What manner of man is he? Our text says (v. 2): ‘‘Blessed is the 
man... in whose spirit there is no guile.’’ Now, what do these 
words mean, “In whose spirit there is no guile’? They cannot 
mean that there is no sin whatever in such a man’s heart, for then, 
as we have already learned, no mortal could ever hope of finding 
forgiveness for his sins. But David explains his meaning in the 
following verses (vv. 4.5). He is here referring to the great, lamen- 
table sin he had committed with Bathsheba. As long as he lived in 
this sin, and would not quit it, his own conscience told him that he 
had no forgiveness, that there was still guile, ©. e., deception, fraud, 
in his heart; that though he was outwardly observing all the cere- 
monies of the Law he nevertheless was playing the part of a hypo- 
crite; that he, therefore, stood condemned in the sight of God and 
could not hope to be saved. From this we learn that no one can 
hope to obtain forgiveness who lives in any willful or conscious sin. 
No matter how much he may desire to have forgiveness, no matter 
how much he may outwardly conform his life to religious duties, 
pray and fast and go to church and come to the Lord’s Supper, or 
give to the poor, it avails him nothing as long as he loves and serves 
any manner of sin. If he would have forgiveness he must do as 
David did, according to the fifth verse of our text: ‘‘I acknowledged 
my sin unto Thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will 
confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and Thou forgavest the 
iniquity of my sin. Selah.”’ Here we learn how forgiveness of sin 
is obtained. We must acknowledge our sins, even our darling sins, 
if we have any before God. We must be ready and willing to leave 
them, though giving them up be as painful to us as cutting off our 
right hand or plucking out our right eye. Without any mental 
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reservation, whatever, in sincere sorrow or contrition, we must con- 
fess them to God. But necessary as this sorrowful confession of 
our sin is, it is not sufficient in itself to win us forgiveness. You 
know when David humbly admitted and confessed his sin, God 
through the mouth of His prophet Nathan forgave him his sins and 
said: “The Lord also has put away thy sin, thou shalt not die,” 
2 Sam. 12, 13. This word of absolution or forgiveness David ac- 
cepted. He confidently believed it, that God in His mercy, for the 
future Messiah’s sake, had really forgiven him his transgression, 
and therefore he could joyfully exclaim in our text: “And thou 
forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.” 

That, then, is the biblical answer to the question how we must 
obtain the forgiveness of our sins from God. God Himself tells us 
here that it is done through repentance and faith, faith that accepts 
the pardon He offers us out of free grace, for Christ’s sake, in His 
blessed Gospel. O glorious, O happy truth! It is not necessary 
for us to painfully labor and toil to win this forgiveness by our fast- 
ings, or prayers, or any kind of penances. God demands no merit, 
no sacrifice from us. Neither does He look for any particular degree 
of contrition or fervency of faith and love in us, before He is ready 
to forgive us our sins. No, no! All that we need do is to honestly 
repent of our sins and believe the forgiveness He announces to us 
in His word of Absolution, in His blessed Gospel, and the thing is 
done: forgiveness then Is ours, and we can joyfully exclaim with 
David here in our text: ‘‘Thou, O Lord, forgavest the iniquity of 
my sin. Selah.”’ 

My friends, your God and Savior comes to you this morning in 
His word of Absolution and graciously offers you a full and free 
pardon for your sins. He comes to you in His blessed Sacrament 
and wishes to seal in you His forgiveness by giving you His body 
and blood which, as He Himself declares, He has given and shed 
also for you, for the remission of your sins. O, then, come to His 
table as repenting sinners who acknowledge and confess their sins. 
Come as believers who trust His faithful Word which cannot lie and 
in which He assures you of His forgiveness. Then will you also be 
of those blessed men whose transgression is forgiven, whose sins 
are covered, and with David break forth in the glad song of praise : 


‘Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me bless His 
holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His 


benefits: who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases; who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth 
thee with loving-kindness and tender mercies,’’ Ps. 103, 1—4. 
Amen. F-MGSER 


OUTLINES FOR SERMONS ON THE GOSPEL-LESSONS. 13 


Outlines for Sermons on the Gospel-Lessons. 


Sunday after New Year. 
Marr. 2, 13—23. 

As is meet, we have the Christ-Child before us again to-day. 
And the stage is the following. Born at Bethlehem, this Child, our 
Savior, was circumcised on the eighth day, Gal. 5, 3, and on the 
fortieth day presented holy to the Lord in the temple at Jerusalem, 
- Ex. 13,2. Then, when the Christ-Child had been returned to Beth- 
lehem and the Magi had worshiped Him and again departed, our 
lesson sets in, in the record before us. —It is a record that amazes us. 
It is not in accord with what naturally we would expect. Nay, 
rather, it is contrary. Of ourselves we might think that this Child, 
God’s Only Begotten made man, attended at His birth by mani- 
festations of heavenly glory, at His presentation by priestly homage, 
who was worshiped by the Wise Men, should go on from glory to 
glory, receiving homage and worship evermore. Instead, we have 
before us a record of a path of deep humiliation and wonderful provi- 
dence. — We are led therefore to consider, under the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance, 


GOD’S WONDERFUL PROVIDENCE CONCERNING THE CHRIST- 
CHILD, IN THE FLIGHT OF THE CHILD, THE MURDER OF THE 
INNOCENTS, AND THE DWELLING AT NAZARETH. 


I. In the flight of the Christ-Child. 

a. Jesus flees. Of Him the Psalmist records that, in the face 
of His enemies and with scorn and derision for them, the Lord de- 
clares: ‘‘Yet have I set my King upon my holy hill of Zion,”’ Ps. 2. 
And behold! Jesus flees! The Prophet Isaiah calls Him, ‘The 
Mighty God,’’ c.9,6. And, God flees!) He, in whom ‘‘dwelleth 
all the fullness of the Godhead bodily,’’ Col. 2,9, and before whom 
every creature must bow, Phil. 2, 10, — flees. 

b. Jesus flees before Herod —an underling, the creature, the 
mortal. He that says and it is done flees before one who must re- 
ceive orders and do. The Maker flees before the thing made; the 
Immortal before the mortal. 

Why? “That it might be fulfilled,’ v.15. A glimpse of the 
reason. Wonderful! 

II. In the murder of the Innocents. 

Isaiah (9, 6) proclaimed the Christ-Child ‘‘the Prince of Peace,”’ 
and the angelic host sang at His birth, ‘‘Peace on earth,’’ Luke 
2,14. See here strife. The angel announced the Christ-Child as 
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“the Savior,”” Luke 2, 11, and see here destruction. Yes, at the 
coming of Life for the world, John 14,6; 1, 4, see here death. 

And why? ‘‘Then was fulfilled,”’ v. 17. Wonderful! 

III. In the dwelling at Nazareth. 

Nazareth. Insignificant town on a bleak and out-of-the-way 
hillside. A barren and lonely place. Behold here the earthly resi- 
dence of the King of kings, God’s Son. The Ruler of heaven and 
earth dwells at Nazareth. 

Why? Why not Jerusalem? ‘That it might be fulfilled,” 
v. 23. Wonderful! — 


Such is God’s providence concerning the Christ-Child, our 


Brother in the flesh. As through clouds was His path, but sure 
and full of purpose ever. By cross to crown. 
As we wonder and adore let us learn ‘‘by much tribulation’’ 
also to ‘‘enter into the kingdom of God,’ Acts 14, 22. 
ps WR soe ob 


Third Sunday after Epiphany. 
Marr. 8, 1—13. 


The burden of the Gospel narrative, and that to which our 
attention is primarily to be directed is, of course, the faith of the 
leper and the faith of the centurion, so great and strong as to cause 
even the Savior to marvel. 

At the same time, with these pictures of true faith, there are 
presented in our text pictures of the true humility that is an out- 
flow of such faith. Let us examine our lesson from the view-point 
of these latter pictures and discuss the theme: 

TRUE HUMILITY. 

I. True humility lays claim to no merit on which it could demand 
consideration from God. 

a. The leper deports himself as a suppliant and consigns all to 
the good pleasure of the Lord, v. 2. 

b. The centurion, heart a centurion, deports himself in jie 
manner, does not fink himself worthy of the Lord’s troubling 
Flirmaail, VV. Gad. 


an humility has no demands to make of God on the basis of 
its own worth. 


Il. True humility manifests reverential demeanor in and towards 


the holy things of God. 

a. The leper worships, the centurion beseeches and calls Jesus 
pluord,”’ 

b. It is not consistent with the irreverent spirit of our day: 
joking from and about Holy Writ, display and flippancy in church 
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services, dance-hall music in the sanctuary, indifference with which 
parts of the Word are laid aside. 

It shows itself in holy reverence for the Word and becoming 
behavior and ceremonies in the house of God: bowing head, rising 
and folding hands in prayer, etc. 

III. ‚True humility does not hesitate to take God at His Word. 

a. The leper believed, otherwise he would not have been healed, 
v. 38. The centurion believed, v. 13. 

b. Some would have us believe that it is presumption to take 
the Lord at His Word; that we should ever waver and doubt. But 
it is really pride that causes men to view with doubt and misgivings | 
what God has revealed. 

No, we are to take God at His Word, just as that Word stands, 
without looking for any sign, and without regard for feelings. 

IV. True humility causes us to have regard for our neighbor. 

The centurion concerns himself and goes to this trouble about 
his slave. He feels that he has a duty towards that slave. 

True humility places our neighbor before and beside us as a 
brother whom we are to love and serve. G. AR. 


— 2 + 


Sermon - Outline. 
MAT? LO, 2p. 


These words contain a paradox, something apparently absurd, 
but in reality, true. Is it not strange to say that by saving our life 
we lose it, and that by losing our life we find it? How can life be 
the cause of death, and death the cause of life? 

To comprehend Christ’s words we must bear in mind that each 
of us has two lives, the life of the body and the life of the spirit. 
The natural life of short duration terminates in death. The life of 
the spirit, unbounded, follows in the wake of natural death, excels 
the natural life as eternity excels time. These two lives, which we 
all possess, are virtually one life, beginning with the life of the body 
and continuing with the life of the soul; wherefore Jesus speaks of 
these two lives as if they were one. 


LIFE LOST AND FOUND. 
I. How life is lost. 
a. Which is the life of which Jesus says that we may lose it? 
a. He does not mean to say that, in spite of the care he bestows on 
this temporal life, a man may pass away into annihilation. Death 
does not end existence. #. It is the blessed eternal life in the here- 
after which we may lose. If a man does not get to that blessed life, 
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his state and condition in eternity is not worthy to be called life. 
It is rather eternal death, an existence in misery and woe. God 
has created man for an eternal blessed life, in His own image, Gen. 
1,27; 2,7. This image of God has been lost in the fall. Our con- 
created righteousness is gone. We are all sinners by nature. We 
have forfeited our claim to a blissful hereafter. But God, in His 
boundless love, has restored Paradise for us, had His only begotten 
Son come into the world, become man, bear the punishment for us, 
gain for us eternal life. This blessed life is a free gift of God, pre- 
pared for us all. We are not required to do anything on our part to 
obtain that life by our own efforts. 

b. How this life is lost. ‘‘Whosoever will save his life, shall 
lose it.”’ If you pass your time upon this earth without providing 
for the hereafter, attend to your mortal body and neglect your im- 
mortal soul, have no higher wish and desire than to enjoy this life, 
pretend to find no time to pay any attention to what Christ has done 
for you, in short, if you will save your life, save it for the body at 
the expense of the soul, then you will certainly lose it. Death will 
end your pleasures, and in eternity you will hear the verdict, Luke 
16, 25. Even Christians, heirs of eternal life, may lose life, if in 
times of persecution they deny their Lord to save their bodily lives, 
or if they refuse to bear the cross after Christ and to crucify the 
flesh with the affections and lusts. 

II. How life is found. 

a. ‘‘Whosoever will lose his life for my sake, shall find it.” 
These words were made true upon the apostles and martyrs in the 
early days of the Christian Church. Nearly all the apostles of 
Christ met with a violent death. Jews and Gentiles combined in 
persecuting the Christians. The alternative often was to renounce 
Christianity, to apostatize from the faith and to live, or, to confess 
Christ and to die; to save one’s life in this world and to lose it 
throughout eternity, or, to lose one’s life in this world and to suffer 
death for Christ’s sake. But what did those sainted martyrs lose 
who would rather be stoned to death, cast before the wild beasts 
in the arena, etc., than deny Christ? Through death’s door they 
entered into a life of bliss. 

b. “"Whosoever,’’ etc. These words are true to this day. Are 
you willing to suffer, go to inconvenience, take upon yourself some 
heavy burden for Christ’s sake? Do you deny yourself, take upon 
yourself the cross, mortify the members of your mortal body? Can 
you say with Paul, Gal. 2,20? Then you are losing your life for 
Christ’s sake. Mind not this loss. It is gain, Phil. 1,21. 2 Tim. 4,7. 

Ho: 
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